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By RALPH DIGHTON

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Test
Pilot Al Blackburn, first man to
blast out of a bomb shelter in a
rocket-boosted jet plane, says:

“It was & snap for me, bdut you
should have seen the mouse.”

Rlackburn was referring @ a
desert mouse accidentally caught
in the cavedike shelter at Hollo-
man Air Force Base, N.M,, at the
time of bDlastolf Wednesday.

“The mouse staggered out stum-
ned and shaken but he was defi-
nitely alive,” Blackbura said. 1
think he must have heard the la-
barstory peopie saying, ‘let's grabd
him and check him over,’ because
he got right up and scampered
off.” 5

Rlackburn used the mouse inci
dent to minimize the dangers of
his feat in ap interview after re-
tarning to his home here Thurs-
d.‘l}

“That mouse was exposed to the
full hlast and noise of the boos-
er.,” Rlackburn said. *1 was pre-
tected inside the plane and the
plane was out of the sheiter im
less than a second.”

Rlackbura, $6-vearoid test piiot
for Neorth American Aviation,
added:

Haden Lauds
Conchettes

In Talk Here

The Key West Conchetles were
highly praised by Denard Haden
at the regular luncheon meeling
of the Rotary Clud heid Thure
day at Logum's Lobster House.

Haden, whoe has worked with the
Conchettes since they were o
ganired five years age, N the
Rotarians hat in three and one
Ralf days that the girls have com-
pletad T2 complete steps,

“This is a feat of memory that
I have never defore seem equaled
and [ have worked with fike teams
in colleges and high schools,™ Ha-
den said.
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