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Hearing Sought
Immediately on
Gein Charges

WAUTOMA. Wis., Nov. 22
(A*).—The State moved lor an
Immediate hearing of the mur-
der charges against slayer-
ghoul Edward Oeln by ordering
his appearance before Circuit:
Judge Herbert A. Bunde today

District Attorney Earl Kileen
announced the plan shortly
after counsel for the 51-year-
old bachelor recluse who has
admitted killing and butchering
two women and looting other
graves moved to get an inde-
pendent medical opinion on
Gein’s sanity.

Attorney William Belter had
said earlier today he would seek
to have Gein examined by a
Milwaukee psychiatrist before
the mild-appeartng little killer
makes another court appear-
ance.

Plans Now Indefinite
Just what effect the drder for

an immediate hearing would
' have on Mr. Belter’s plans was

conjectural.
Mr. Belter explained his

move by saying, "The defense.
In order to have any evidence
of value in the future, must
obtain it now.”

Mr. Belter said he planned to
obtain the private opinion on
Gein’s sanity, because in the
event the court commits the
prisoner now, on the grounds

that he is presently incom-
petent to stand trial, he might
later re-establish his sanity.
Under those circumstances, he
could be ordered to trial and
then would have to prove to a
jury’s satisfaction that he was
insane at the time of the crime.

“The important question is
whether Ed Gein is insane now i
—not three, five or 10 years 1
from now.” Mr. Belter said.

Minister Visits
Gein, who was bound over

for trial yesterday, wept and
prayed with a local minister
after his court appearance.

Gein is charged specifically
With murder and mutilation
last Saturday of Mrs. Bernice
Worden, 58. hardware store
operator in Plainfield.

He also has admittetd slaying
and butchering Mrs. Mery Ho-
gan in December, 1954. Mrs.
Hogan operated a tavern in
Bancroft.

Gein said Mrs. Worden and
Mrs. Hogan were shot to death
on impulse when it occurred to
him they reminded him of his
paralyzed mother, whom he had
nursed until she died at their
secluded farm home 12 years

ago.

Escapee Held
For 2 Slayings

BAKERSFIELD. Calif.. Nov.
22 (A> ).—A man serving 30 days
In jail for vagrancy was identi-
fied last night as Frank Ed-
ward Wetzel, a mental institu-
tion escapee sought in the kill-
ing of two North Carolina State
patrolmen.

Wetzel confirmed his identity
after fingerprints on file with
the FBI were matched with
those taken from a stolen car
parked near an alley where he
was arrested here Tuesday
night.

Wetzel had been the object
of an intense manhunt since
November 14. when his prints
were taken from another stolen
car—one of several found along
a trail leading from the scene
of the double slaying.

The Governor of Mississippi
ealled out the National Guard :
after Wetzel, 36. escaped from
the Willard. N. Y., mental in-
stitution October 21. Wetzel
had announced that he intend-
ed to free his brother, William,
37, who is under a death sen-
tence in the Mississippi State
Penitentiary at Parchman.

Wetzel originally had been
arrested September 26 and
charged with the burglary of a
Batavia iN. Y.) gun shop. He
had been sent to the mental
Institution for observation.

Two Bakersfield patrolmen
arrested Wetzel Tuesday night

when they caught him loitering
In an alley next to a sporting
goods store that sells firearms.

He put up quite a battle, the
officers reported, and was taken !

to the police station in hand- ¦
euffs. Once there, however, he
calmed down

Wetzel gave his name as Paul
Cameron and the next day was
sentenced to 30 days in county

Jail as a vagrant.

The two North Carolina offi-
cers—Wister Lee Reece and
James Thomas Brown—were j
shot down November 5 when
they stopped a speeding 1957
sedan. The fBI said a trail of
stolen cars led into Kenuckv,
where a car bearing Wetzel's
prints were found

Dollar Reserve Level
Critical in Philippines

MANILA. Nov. 22 Tlie
Philippine Central Bank an-
nounced today that the na-
tion's dollar reserves had
dropped to the "dangerous”
all-time low of *156 million
three days ago.

The bank’s acting governor.
Andres V. Castillo, attributed
the drop to a slump in exports,
and continuing requirements
for funds to establish "new and
essential industries.”

Mr Castillo said he felt sure
the reserves would increase be-
fore the end of the year.
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