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THE RILL MURDER. |

TN SO
A New Trinl Refused George f. Twitch=
eli=ile is Sontenced to Denth,

Nrom the Philadelphia Evening Bullelin, Jan, 80,
This morning, Groran 8, Twir¢merr, Jr.,

Mra, Hiry, was brought from prison end placed in
tho dock with Cannorr and B4ART, both of whom are
undex conviotion of murder in the second degree
and m'analaughter. Utlike them, however, heo was
provided with a comfortable chair, and he sat in the
corner, presenting a p:oflle to the audience in the
rear. Since his trisl ana@ conviction there hasg been
little change in bhis appearance. He conversed readily,
and without displaying sny nervousness, with his
frionds, among whom was MoOunLy, who created

tho sceno when the verdict was rendered., The
Court-room at 10 ¢'clock was not greatly crowdad, as
it was not known that the case would be disposed
of. But the fact became soon known outside, and
by 12 o’clock, when tho four Judges took their seats
on the bench, the room was crowded to ita utmost
capacity, A number of females were inciuded in
tha throng, and thege, {n common with the other
spectators, manifested a deep interest in the pro-
cecdings. A8 the questions involved in the motion
for o new trial pregented points of law of interest to
the members of the Bar, there was an anxiety on the
;éavt rgf the lawyors to hear the determination of the
ourt,

Judge BrewsTER delivered the opinfon of the
Oonrt. He referred to the fact that counsel for the
prisonor had aat quietly listening to the charge of
tbe Court, and had offered no objection to it; in fact,
ihey had even withdrawn suggestions that they had
made, and thet the Court was about to answer, but
now, when the time for correcting anything that
wag wrong before the Jjury had passed, they attacked
the oharge and endeavored to make it8 supposed
errors ground for a new trial, In conclusion he
paid;

Wo have oarefully reviewed the testimony, and are
of opinion that we cannot disturb the verdict., Full
time was given to the defendant to prepara for trial,
Ho agked for no continuance, The jury were of the
defendant’s selection; they listened to the whols
cugo with groat patience and untiring attention, We
were anxious to rule every objection raised by
the detendant in hig favor, ond, 8s already
remarked, 80 charged the jury that all (he
pownta presenied were promptly withdrawn, The
evidench seemed to establish, link by linl, a chain
of strong circumstantial evidence against the nce
cuged, As it was offered, item by item, 1t was jeal.
ously watchod and flercely contegted. The defendant
did not undertake 1o disputo tbat this was a oanse of
murder in the fivrst degree. As already stated, he 80"
admitted, and denounced alike the crimo and the
pcrpetrator.  Any otuer position wouid have in-
volved 4 concesslon which would have rendered his
cuge & desperate struggie, In view of 8ll the

testimony, it would have Dbeen monstrous
to suggest that the homicide wag justifiable
or excugable, The blow in and through

the temple~—the depth of a finger through the
temple—could hardly bave been received by
8 person in an ercet position, 1f Mrs, HILL were
lying down there could bs no pretence ot self.
defenceo; still less ground, if possible, was thero for
the supposition of accident, suicide, or even of &
quarrel, which would reduce the grade to man-
slaughter, The deceased had no weapon; the~liv-
ing had no marks of wounds, or bruise, or even
geratch, The number of blows, the blood.stained
cughion, the arc of blood upon the walle and iloor,
tne upraiged window, the stoin ot blood outside, the
body in the yard, all cried out against any
gupposition of manslaughter, or even murder
in the second degree, There certainly was
an intent ifo take life, and it was equally
cerlaan that the defendant was not intoxioated.
There was not the iragment of a shred upon "which
a defenge could hope io reduce the degres, and it
would seem, therciore, to have been alllie the dictate
of gkill and the command of pnecessiy 10 go to the
jury upon the broad question of gulit or innocenge,
contesting vhe cuse upon this isauo, the defence
early suggested the theory ot bLurgiary. A witness
wag examined to prove, simouy other things, theta
certain man “used to come and work abouc tho
house., When Mras, f1ILn bad anything to do for him,
ho ¢id it. ‘Tho dogs knew him very well, He
was there Sundaye, He came several times, She
called him CoNmap Siyra.'’ ‘Thess #bswora
W :Ta given to fepargte guestions, ana wero évident-
Iy designed to siiow that the perron reivired to hud
accees to the house, caime thera on Sundey and was
kaoown to the doga, When it is remembered that
the murder tock placo on Bunday evenitg, and ithet |
tbe Commonwonltl bed proved thatno 1noise oy
barking hod been heard—the significance of thiz |
1'em of the defendant’s proof is casily anpreciated,
Thms wypg followed by the evidence of CHAMLES ALT-
cprm, to tno effeot that {wo men had heen scen by
i o leave the front door, The theory atwributed
{o the Gefenee by the Commonwenlth as to CoNRAD
cwarrrrt, way disavowed on the production of that
person, and the evidence of ALTGELY subitted
.0 the jury was rejecied by them, If ihis part
of 1ho eave was unwerily of belief the whole defence
crumbled and lett the evidsnce of the Common-
wealth in ail i{ts power, strengthened rathar than

detence let in the whole sircumstances, The de-
jondant, his wife, and Mre. Hynw 1o the honsge, all
The blood upon tlie wally and
flaor; the up-raised window; the bloady cushion; the
B:aius upon the door, oil-cloth, blanket, fwrniture
and garizenia; rho absenes of the dags; the stiliness
of tho housg; the order of the furniture; the de-
fendant’s conduct and worde--all spoke out, The
ghirt, cuffs and coilars were up etairs wbhon the de-
fondant hanaled the corpse, Yet those articley were
stained. The explanations of the defendant n this
behalf weore all pailently heard by tho jury, and they
nave noi regarded tho stacements as eafisfaotory,
The stain upon the insido of the coat could not bave
been received from lifting and cerrying the body it
the coat was buttoned at the time, 1'he explana-
t{ong offered a8 to its presence werg not regaraed as
satisfactory, Have we the right o get aside the ver-
dict under the circumstances? ‘Lho tests of such an
application are these:

was thero any evidence to justify the verdiet?

Is it cleariy againsé the weigut of the testimony?

Is there any reasonable hope that another trial
would produce a different result?

Applying these questions to the record, {t would
geem impossible to disturb thig verdict., The learned
couneel for the defendant, as alrenay stated, admit-
ted (a8 I think with greas prooriety) the barbarity of
the act which deprived Mrs, HiLL of iite. The fol-
lowing extract trom the phonographic report of the
irial ig supported by recollection of the able argu-
ment presented by the detence, and condeuses this
whole subject in a single gentence:

«On chis Sunday night, when {he ministers of
God were porforming their sacred ofitces through-
out this broad community, this poor, defenceless
old woman was biutaidly murdered; thue far we
agree with the Commonwealth, * #* % We can.
not deny the terrible tact that Mrs, Hiry was mur.

dered,”

With thig very vroper admispion as to the law, the
whole defence rested upon the eallegation that the
detcndent was not the person who struck thoge fatal
blows. Consistently with truit, with law and with
reason, there was no other line of defence open for
the sceused. Patiently neard and fairly tried, this
{grue bas beoen decided by tne jury nganst the de-
fenuant, and the law cannot disturb their verdict.
The motion is theretore overruled.

Ag the Judge proncunced the last ominoins words
¢ ¢ne moiion tor a now trial is overruled,’’ a silonce
Jasting for tho space of one or two minutes fell upon
the orowd,

A& tho conelusion of Judge BREWRTZR'S remarks,
District-Attorney EHEPPARD then rose and said:
“May it please the Cour.: Having thus overruled the
motion for a new trial in the cagse of Tue Common-
werlth v8. GEORGE 8, TWITORELL, convicted of the
murdor of MAry E. HiLL, thercupon i beeomes my
ofiicial duty, on behalt of the Cormsmonwealth, to
move, a8 X uow do, for the judigment of the law in
gsuch cages made and provided.*’

Judge AviIsox directed tho Clerk {o inquire if the
prisoner bud unything to say wby senicuce of deati
shiould not be pronounced, v

10y, GALTON~-** GEORGE 8., TWITCHRLYL, have you
puytning to 8ay why sentence of death should not
be pronouncsd upon you

TwiTCHELL—¢' All I lhave to say 18 that I have
been iried sna convicied of a crime I Enow nothing
aboue,”’

Tue prisonar uttered tbis sentence firmly and
without any indication of tremor on ms voice,

Then tcuk piice the moat solemn of this painful
scene—.he sentence of death, Waile Judge Brews.
TER was delivering it, MoCULLY, the friend, made &
second theatrical exhibiuon, lalling in what was at
firgt supposed to be u fit, but as no one took notice
ot him, and the Judge did not slop 11 his remarks,
the effcct upon the audicnce was bul momeniary,
aud nothing more was seen or heard of MOCULLY.
1TwITCHELL 8:00d erect while the seniencs was being
delivered, and maintaized the uimost composure,
the only change being noted was that as he resaumed
his seab he clasped hia hands, Another noticegsble
teature in the case wus that a8 Juuge BREWSTER pro-
nounced the dread worde, “ And you be hauged by
the neck until you are dead, and may God in His
infinite gooduess nave mercy on your soul,’’ the |
Stawe-House clock rung out 1, The sound pene-
raiing the solemn sirilness of the court, came with
4 shuoaer 1o thoge who wece present, who could not
bus recoguize in 16 the death-knell of the nyurderer.

THE SENTENOR OF DEATH,

GEORGE S. 1WITCHELL, Jr., the &ccusallon pre-
fzirved aguinst you by the Commonwealth Dhas been
examined with great paiience asnd with an curnest
desive (o gecord to you tae fuilest righis egcured by
the Constitution and tne laws. The jurors who
tried you were accepted by you when your chal-
lenges were still unexbausted, They deserved your
confidence, for no men could have heard your case.
with greator fairnees or imperttality, You were ably
and slollfully defended, All that learning, industry
and elcquence couid guggest was moss:b earnestly
urged on your bebalf, The Court ~Wwee
auxious 19 throw every dowbt jute ibe ecale oI
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merey. Notwithstanding all this, you have been
convicted of the highest orime known to the lawy
and & most exhaustive argument in sour behalt has
failed to satisfy any member of the Court that tha
verdict ehonld be disturbed. 'This trial hus thug
demonatrated that secrat murder committed in the
privacy of 8 homo can neither be shielded by thd
absence of witnesses or the posit.ion of the accuqed,.
Although the viotim may Do dispatched in qulet;
gtill every little drop of blood and every surrounge.
ing fact become in the orderings of Providencs a wit~
nogs pointing with unerring certainty to the criminals
I shall not add to the pain ot your present position by
alluding to the ciroumstances of this case, but if
would seem to bo due to justice to declaro that youn
trial has been conduoted throughout with all the
tender regard for life which marks the humanity of
the law, While Mra. Hirn, was sent to her Jaqt ace
count without the opportunity for even the shorf
prayer, the law has been jealous- of every right
which the presumption of innocence could throw
around you, She bas given you every opportuniiy
to prepare for your tmal, the right of challenge to
Jurors, the privilege of being defended by able coun-
sel, the benefit of every doubt, and the sdvantags
of reviowing all the rulings upon every point, When
nil this has resulled in your copdemnation, she
still in mercy gives you time for repentanoe and for
supplication, Lot me recommend you in ai) earne
estness to avail youraelf of this privilege, Obtain
the counegel of devout men, approsch with them the
Throne of Grace in fervent contrition and sincerd
repentance, seek Him whose merey is all suflicient
even to the washing away of blood, And now it
only remains for uas to declare the judgment of the
iaw, which ig~— :

That Georar 8, TWITORELL, Jr., the pritoner at
the bar, be taken from henco to the jail ot tho
County of Philadelphis, from wheoneoe be came, angd
from thence to the p:ace of cexceution, and that he
be there hanged by the neck until he is dead, and
may Gro]cl in His infinite goodness have mercy upon
his soul.
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