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Assistant Attorney Genersal - July 1, 135
Wuria Olney IIT . SR

. Director, FBI 4 , é - .
wn-1ED - OONEQ- '
RPEY [ Jy%%SWN‘QJQ%ECTS;‘ L '
) . CARYL CHESSMAN - VICTIM
‘CIVIL RIGHTS .

; . There 18 attached a copy of u lectter
R dated June 22, 1984, to the President of the
<w .. . United States from WenzellyBrown who identifies

T "+ himself as Chairman of the American Writers

.. Committee to Save Chessman. .., - S ' ;
- It is requested that following &« review -
of the attaciied, you advise waether or not any
1nyest%g&tion is desired oy tnis Bureau. -

HAILED ™S
AT

-———,.

-

Attagﬁ&ént" . -
. ..: ':‘ “,__‘:!,,{ff’!.:i.:f.'...
wMA/ar e

NOTE :

The Bureau received only a copy of the letter to the President
and for-this reason the receipt of the copy is not being ackrniowledged.
Bureau files reflect that an individual possioly identical with Brown
wrote a book entitled "Dynamite On Our Doorstep" wnich deals with the
plight of the Puerto Rican.people. According to an article in the
"Daily Worker" 12-20-45, which was very critical, Brown had taught ,
English in tlie Puerto Ricah schools. He was also the author of a took.,
entitled "Hong Kong Aftermath" and allegedly was an American teacher
who was -repatriated on the Gripsholm. (100-3-77-4)

ATLanTA OO 3-4-147 a person by the sume nanme us Brown apoeared ut the .
/’ office and stated that he was under contract with the Greenberg
Publishing Company of New ¥grk City and was writing a book adout
Y "Phe State of Georgia." Brown requested the position of the Bureau
\ relative-to the Monroe lynching case and under what jurisdiction the
~_ Bureau had entered the casg. He was adv}sgﬁeﬁthat time no comment . -
“Tasn_™ could be made. , By letter dated 6-5-4@iLegal Attache Curacas,

5§ﬁ$f:::Vénezuela, advisegd that Wenzell Rrown was-known 4o the Legal
pelmont——— Attache (Joseph'I. Santo¥ana, Jr.Ampow”SAC bt Portldnd).

f ﬁﬁﬁ“"“It was recalled that B?gun was oné#ofj the teucners of-=nglish
Rsen__—— in Pueprto Rico,and at tﬁeutime of writinglfBut . letter was in.- -

T ooezuela for ‘the purbose of writduog. a book ‘ont'that country. -
Tracy_ - n . ; . doj ., y
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Gonzalez wrote an article

-L7-4f g ngry Men - Laughing Men The Ceriboesn PR
. Caldron™ u book dy Wenzell Brown. (100-326817-5)
‘In ams editorial which appeared in the "Puerto Rican Libre" . -

on 11-17-45 it was stated that one Wenzell Brown had written a Dook

on Puerto Rico. This article was very critical of the book,:~This,
paper, however, is an anti-American :paper published pr alleged memders
of the.Nationalist Party of.Puerto Rico. {62-7721-1458
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To The President /

._—_—_,.e?”*’/’y’E;;;;;::”;as ctonvicted undep the "Lits1c Lindgar;b Law'

of California a8 ‘the "Red Light Bandi " responsible for the
'i?kidnap and rapa'oﬁvhary Alice Meza,
I do not believe Chessman 14 Builty of the specific Ciime

“of which he has bean convicted, 1 believe that ANy porron

Y - studying the evidence objectively must fesl 2 ~tasonable doupt--
q R b * . .

! of his guilg, . ' '
‘ . 'bhessman 18 gullty of otheor crihos, to wit, robbing

bordellos and gambilj

ng densg Oberating openly in Culifornin.
Howevar, Justice caﬁg§t.be served by convicting a man oI ons
crime becausg he has comai tted another,

As chairman or tpe American Writers Committce 44 Save

‘Chessmgn, I ask that yoy Prevent g miséarriaga of jﬁstice by

e 8xawining certain dooumentary evidence Collactoq by iip, Willia,
7/ ’ . .
}Q\ J. Linhart, 4 detective of Hichmond, California, vho wag
X

retalned by the_Commiftee to find the real "jeg Light Bandggn,

The evidence agaiggt Chessman jg dependent almost solely

upon the testimony of Mary Alice Meza, " Iiigg ileaa hyg 8punt

some time infinstitutions.
~ " ’
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u°ptenber 20, 1349 | % _
wnerior Court .of State of Californiag for Los Aupsley -,

-vpartment 54 - ’ :

Hon, William B, Neoley, Judge. = . : .

'File 108200 . -
IARY ALICE Muza P
Drs.ﬁrﬂ, W. Olsen, and G. X. Thompson
‘Report of Cb&ﬁSolor Krs. Roso Weisler:
Vary Alice ieza is a 19 year old single girl, who maxes her |
with her mother. »he hao been employed for tno last & month:
a messénger, working for the county. Ths mother stﬁtes, as ¢
younéster Mary Alice attended convant, angd at high school*ng(
changed to public schools., Ti HOTHER FLuLS THAT THIS MTGQHTD
ACCOUNTED D POX SCUE CHANGES IN THE GIRIL'S PERSONALITY. FREVIO
SHE WAS "aw EXCHLLENT STUDENT, BUT IN HIGH 5CHOQL HER STUDIRS
NOT AS GoOOD. _Iff;ii(): SHE S=irud 90 MOT MIX A8 wiLL /1 TH DAL é)TH-
SIUDENTS, AND BECAUSL OF ‘HER CHANOES Ik. LOCD3, OIS ¥OT RETALN
FRIENDS. " . | .
‘g About a year and a half ago, sho had a voery unfortunate
experienca was kidnapped and attackod anﬁ wont through a :reét
deal of Court'Action. FOLLOWING TyIs ”O”SVZR THEE GIRL DID .
REFER TO THIS.. “THL NOTHER FEELS THAT SHE HAD ADJUSTED {uny ﬁﬁ‘
FOLLOWING THIS. ;’:'howovor, of late, she has hecome very fearful
'"and'sudpicious, was depressed and elated alternately, ang Just’

prior to taking this action, she bocarno quite upset, g¢ that ﬁ

mother felt she should havo & mental paychiatric examination,

Thé rmother, after'discussing the matter with th" doct ors PGCGL

- advice that leads her now %o feel undt tuo best plan for ths ol
would be to huve}caro in a State uosr. tal. She wanlq prefer 11

e 3

she havo care 1n Camar;llo.




PRI ol v St

The; Court: All right, go ahead,

aE

Stantement of Dr, G. N. Thompson:

The patieﬂt'is quite 111, She has numerous symptoms as -
have been indica@éd. She is delusional and hallucinated, THsb

IS"SOME QUESTION -OF THYROID DISTURBANCE HERE, and some studles

‘are in progress; and in regard to this, T think it is Iricidents

to her mental di;qrder in this case, but'it may be well to have
that completed. I thought the case should be completed, perhar
to the early part of the week, so that coﬁld be done.
Court: Dé you have same feeling, Dr, Olsen?
Statemené of Dr.‘C. W. Olsen: |

“ Yes,.in'this case the reactive features, the circumstagzes
thatvupset'her'émotions and also ﬁhetphysical features are &
1ittle more prominent than in most cases. I WOULD LIKE TO ‘TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF THYROID EXAMINATION, and I recommend a continuantt
for one week.
The.Patiqnt: I wgnt to féll you something,.

, ‘ e
Thd Patient: I ‘don't know whether I could or not. I can't thi
very well, I may have, of course, dqlusibns, I think T am ’

pqgsessed. Of .course I can't be sure because I don't have toaq

great ability to“think straight -- when you are nuts, you don'!

"know what it means I think I am possessed. I am wondering if 1

could have an exorcist, Is it possible because I think I am

possessed?

€

Father not served.
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CGRT. OF MiDICAL EXAM:
Dre Vel Olseﬁ,~and Dr. G. I. Thompson:
Gonoral physicali-condition, montaiistute:
Stutes she thouéﬁt people could read'hor"mind and weré copying
“her. They repeated everything she did. ijould hear pecple say
things as she wéy,walking-alona street. ~They would say anythin
that entered hof%éind. Was kidnapped mbout two years ago and
"there was "attempted rapo and sodomy". .
Tentative disgnosis of mental health:
Schizoph;enic, Paranoid typec. Possible Thyrotoxicasis{
Ccntinued‘to'October 9, 1949, lor furthor medical stuly ro thyr
Committed to Camarillo, October 9, 1049,
SUMFARY RE HARY ALICE 1IZ4 - .
At 1 A M, Jan. 22, 1948, Hiss Ieza wat ﬁolestcd'hy & nsn
she;describod as. being jﬁét a little talier than hersell, who
isf§'4" or S'S“Ztﬁll, being shoftdr than the ususl man, brown'
hair, light browﬁ.sk;n, brown cyes, a large hooked nosc, fiﬁd'
linocar scar near'right’eye, who, H¥iss Meza thought o hG.Itﬁlif

~ AN

and who claimed to be Italian. On Septewber 30, 1541, ono jyof-

eirht months andveight days after lilss Meza was rolosted, her
mothor took steps to havo hor committed. Miss Rose Weisler, ir

her report of interview with mother, states:

"The mother:statea, as a youngster, she (Mary Alice lieza)

atsended convont, and at high school changed to public schooi,

THE MOTHER rFEELS THAT TILS RKIGHT HAVLL. ACCOUNTED FOR SOME, CHANGE

IN THE GIRL'S PLESONALITY. TRLEVIOUSLY, SIH= WAS AYN LHCHELLENT
y Y

<’ B ‘ -
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STUDENT, BUT IN HIGH SCHOOL, HER STUDIES WERE NOT AL uD. A
SHE SEEMED TO NOT MIX AS WELL WITH THE OTHER STUDENTS, AND
BECAUSE OF HER CHANGES IN MOODS, DID NOT RETAIN HER FRIENDS.
"About a iear and a half ago she had a very unfortunate

cxperience, was kidnapped and attacked, and went throupgh a gr:

Sul

‘deal of court agfion. FOLLOWING THIS, HOWEVER, THE GIRL DID 1

REFER TO THIS. THE MOTHER FEELS THAT SHE HAD ADGUSTED +oiy o
FOLLOWING THIS,"

-

. After reading these reports, a deep feeling of sympath&rmx
bc felt for Misc Meza, but can one give such credance to *0"‘
contradictory testimony that one can send a man to his death o
the weight of it9

During Chessman's trial, the official court reporter died
leaving his records in shorthand, Stanley Frazer, the uncle of
District Attorney Miller Leavy's wife was called in to transcri
tha notes, The accuracy of the transcription, for which Frazer
wes allegedly paid $6,000 has been repcatedlj gquestioned,

The following reports on Frazer would appear to challenge

his accuracy:

e
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STAULLY FRAZLR ' :

FILw HULIBER 1428-956-UNIT 1 i

iarh L CLLRES COUNTY GulBERAL HOSFITAL -
1200 NOKTH STATE STRELT . | "
L0 ANGuLeS 338, “CALIFORNIA

. -zt

FIMZER WAS ADMITTED AUGUST 13, 1953, APTAEE DAVING BDET IN A
CONA FOR TdelTY-FOUR (24) HOURS AT 1332 S0UTH CLELA STRELT,

BAST LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNTA. L WAS RLIGRYTLD 0 AVH 94 EY
TAIRTY (30) SLEXPING TABLETS. IN THE HOSPITAL RECORDS WiRS

THE FOLLOWING HOTATIONS. o : . v

FEAVY DRINEs:# ;
TIOUGHT MEMBERS OF IATTA WERL APFTER HIM
@IRED HIS ROOX, TAPED UP HIS WIFE AND HINSHLF
: HE ISNTT SURE HOW iz GO7? LOOSE
- CHRGNIC ALCGHOLI 5N
HT WAS RALEASED AUGUST 19, 1953. : -
'0_RECORD IN. REPORT OF FOLICE BEING NOTIFIZD OF ATYEMPTED ..
SUICIDE. = 3 S . :

C II 550845

PBI 4146311 .

STANLEY FRAZER, BORN S. DAXOTA, 1804

DATE | CHARGE CITY

1-14-1940 . 502V C . GLANDALL
emeeme . L1841 . . PROB. LIC. ISSULD

5-3-1941 o . 508BB GTEIDATS
LIC. SUSP. 90 DAYS .

9-235~1944 . 1208 DRUEK . GARDEN

4-24-1945 I DRUN 10S ANGULHES

. 9-15-1945 TERMIRATID BY

- : STATGTE -
10-19-1945 | DRUNE LOS AMGALYEG
10-21-1950 ' DRUNK 105 ANGILES
3-17-1951 R DRINIK : SAY DIEGO

3-25-1951 . - 502 V C WHITTIER

L 2R~

.. 12-21-1951 ' 502 V ¢ ¢ 109 ANGRIES
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(Cont) .
DATH ' . *" CHARGH g CITY
3.91-1952  ..-502 V C _10S AMGELES h
. 1735 L.A. COUNTY
5-26=-1952 . 502 VG Y T0S ANGELHS
+,1735 L.A. COUNTY .
. “-SENTENCED 90 DAYS I COUNTY
. - JATIL. GCOT PROBATION CiT. CCH-—
- DITION PAY. $250.00 FINE, ILIC.
) SUSPENRDED ,
2-21-53 ° ', SHERIFP L.A. B218577
) t‘ L ’ F"\‘)r‘ : T’ }TJ f:n t’\ (I.( ‘R’IB\J i \:r o -

‘e
. 3

,E'

Copies of the following sworn statements have hHaen pinced

in ny possession:as chairman of the Committse.

LI i »

STATE OF CALIFORNIA)
) ss.
COUN”Y OF LOS ANGELES)

; PAT. H. DAILEY, being first duly sworn, doposes and savsi
/ [
*  That he worked as &n invostigato? fer the defendont in tho

case of People v, Chessman.

hat he tastified for tho defensa in’ tha cass of tho Psonl

v. Chessman. Ve

That he has read the rsporter's traﬁscript 9f the testimon

pages 765 to 767 inclusive, and that he finds this tesbtimony to

be incomplete; -that he testified dofinitely to what branch of.

thd service to which ho was attachzd for tha purpose of

- establishing hls competence as an investigator; and that. lines
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18 to 18, page 766, are scemingly garbled snd while ok s ayyida’

" #0 bo otharwlsn & rosgonably accurate transcript ol tue lostimo

{1t *appears condensed rather than entire. T
" s/ Pat H. Dailey

Subscribed and sworn to before me

this 22nd day of’ June, 1949.

s/ Linclon Holland, Jr.

Notary Public in and for the County

of Los Angeles, State of California

(seal) : - _

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) -
: . ) 88 ,

COUNTY OF ILS ANGELDS) ' .

WILLMAN GRUEN, boing first duly awern, depesos and says:?

That affiant testified as a defonse witisss In the canso of

~ People V. Chessman.

That he hac-read the reporier’s transeript, pazos 786 to

'r 792, inclusive, and that while it is rather accurate it appears

. of his name is WILLMAN GREZH.

: I «
abridged and not entiro. -

PR

That the attitude and conduct of the- deputy district
attorney to thé affiant was s&rcastié, onagperatadly disbelievd
end belligersnt AAd that ths questions and commsnts of the de%n
attorney have lost their extromely sarcastic character In the.
transcription. #itness further states that thé correct.spalli:

. . C oK .'
S/L.l.Jr. ’

S/ Viillman Greon
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Subscribed and sworn to before me.
this 16th day of. June, 1949.
s/ Lincoln Holland, Jr.

Notary Public in and for the Countj of . ——
Los Angeles, State of Callfornia .
(Seal) - ' '

STATE OF GALIFORNIA ;
: S ss
~ COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

HAR@LD LLOYD DOTY, being first duly sworn, deposes gnd_say
That affiaﬂp testified at the trial of the People v. Chess
ang that he has carefully read the reporter's transcript of _thil
téstimony, pageé.7l4 to 725, inclusive. ‘ ' ,
| That the testimony on pages 714 to 725 is not entirely
complste or accuééte and in some noted instances is glaringly
inaccurate: for example, the question and answer of blood J

relationships on page 723, lines 4 to 6, -because the question'.

.

was not asked and-the affiant is in no way related to the

R L
]
v

defendent, eithér by blood or marrlage.

That the mistakes shown by defendent in his MOTION TO

CORRECT AND AUGMENT RECORD are true. '

- | T S/ Harold Lloyd Doty
e Affiant

2
i

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 18th day of June, 1849,
s/Lincoln Holland, Jr. |
Notary Public in and for the County of . .
Los Angeles, State of California . .
(Seal) :
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8. HALLIB L. CHESS hAW being flrst duly sworn, deposcse ¢
8aws:

That afriant has read the entire portion of tho rerorterts

tr%ﬂscript t’eople v. Chessman, whoreln her testinony waz glven

pagoes 648 to 607) inclusive, and that . thls is an inaccurate ana
incomplete rorort of her tostimony.
That both those general and specific nistakes, omlssions

) . » YN Ista St M indedin

and errors claimbd by the defendont In hia UOTIOH T ORIECT

(=1

*,
>

AUEIENT RECORD are accurats, to the per aonal KXnosledgzoe of the

. L}
alffiant.

That'wbile,;;n evary instance, affiant i3 not able to repe
becruse of the o*“poei time hier verbatinm testlimony she is able

to recognize those specific errors shown and %o atata her tesi-

imony has been abridged; uh&u gho clearly teatiliod tha defonde

was,ln hor presence, at her hcmes, all day and evening of Januar
o,~1948, in the‘ev ning of dJdanuary 17, 1348, eand all the evenin

and part of the early morning of Janugry 21 ani 22,

[ I
nwhii e

S/ Vrs. iallic' L. Choscman P

Subscrivod and sworn to bslore meo
this 16th day of June, 194G. ) .

" 8/Lincoln Holland, Jr.

Notary Public in and for tho County of
Los Angeles, State of California
(Seal) . . . .
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STAT: OF CALIFORNIA ; : .
v 3 v .

[#2]

ootinayY 0 LOS ANGELES

LUCILLE RUTH GREENE, boilng first july sworn, .u,uucu and

says:

o

. That she gppeared and testified as a defense witness et bhe

Pecple v. Qhessmén,trial.~
That she has“Pread the reporter's.trnnscript of this
. testimony, pages 767 to 78EA, inclusive.

F o That in its entirety this is not a trus tranacrint ot the

.

~test1monyi

‘s That she agrees with the inaccurdcies clalmed in the

dofendant's MOTION T0 CORRLCT AND AUGMFHT RECORND, ¥4tness furi:
states that the correct spelling of her nawme is Lucile Ruth Cre
_”' . S/ Lucile Kuth Green

. Subacribed and sworn to before me
this: 16th day of June, 1949,
) S/Lincoln Holland, Jr.
. ) _Hotary Public in and for the County of
Los :Angeles, State of California
(Se&l) ] ’ .

L -

. © STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
‘ . ot ) SS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES)

L%

WHITTIER S. CHESSMAN, belng first duly swern, doposes and*
-~  saysi '
That affiant testified as & voir dire witness for the defe

That arfiant has read the roportor's traﬂSCPLDL of this Mi

-4

- ‘ testimony, pages 1060 to 1064 inc;u31ve.

te That the cross examination tectimony 1° 1nvonn]eta and

grossly 1naccurat§; : -




by the disclosures'which mey rcesult,

[3

¢ ’ ) ’
AT ) — . . ]

That.while_yhe affiant cannot recail tho word for word

R R

questions and answers, he remembers clearly the text,

That on cross examination the affiant testifizd clearly to
bruises on the chest andg abdomen, that hs did not answer affirm

atively the defeadant_stated he "got hurt in a running rman figh

. other than to repiy In the affirmative the delfendant* shatad ta

had been creased in the hesd by a dullet. ’

o

That: this testimony, by i1t= transerintion, now canvee s e

different apparent meaning than was originally Intended by af?i:

(3

answers from the way the questions.wors oririnally framn~d. ¢

8/ Whittier S. Chessman
Subseribed and swhfn to before me '
this 16th day of Fune, 1949,
S/Lincoln Holland, Jr,
Hotsry Public in and for tho County of

" Los Angelos, State of California
_ (Seal) -

.. ..
o e
-k
v

, _
« There are many strange facets to the care ang senrinely

powerful Influences are at work to siloence Chessman rormanontly.

Can any innocent Individual be hafmod,by a full re-examinat

ol the case? Tho Committes ia at work trying to fing the .real ’

"Red Light Bandit™ who, we belleve, will tally with th» ari~inal

-description of his“tictims. It should be noted that Sheusman ie
© 8imx feet tall, weighs 1901bs and is of American stock. Ko is
-completely different in appearance from tiwe doseriptions of Miss

Meza and other victims of ®Ths Red Jight Dandit?,
: Meanwhile we seeir your aid In establishing with =oush .
accuracy the full detatls of the case, no matter who may be hurt

and

. , Respectfully submittod
.V]B:k . - ,/'-/:'_ ) . .
. - /’%// A s
37 Madison Avenue, . *?,-m,-;, o
New York 10, New Ydri S o Ck
“ . ATy 1T A e
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" Sex Terronst"’@

Wins Sth Stav
Of Execufion

‘, SA‘\t FRAZ\CISCO P—Sex terror "

e dA¥lst Caryl Chessman’s latest date

with death in the San Quentin gas
\/‘d chamber was put off by court
b order yesterday-—the fi{th stay for
L‘,f"' tne author of “Cell 2455, Death
\?ow.:' his' prison address si

The chief ]udge of the Ninth U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled
there was ‘‘a probable cause for

L 34 appeal” in behalf of the R-year-old

M »¢ { Chessman, convicted of kidnaping
‘)\Qj and attempted rape during fotrays
RO in “lovers' lanes” of Los Angeles.

5 gain 531 Clad,

;f ence Linn, assistant attorney gen-
3 eral of Califernia, who has borne
Q muclh of the state's load in ¢

‘o legal proceedings

Y ~Fr—BFicl,” Chessman has?

Had five stays of execution.
Been turned down by the State
Supremc Court on -one appeal and
three applications - for- a writ of
- habeas corpus.

Been rejected by lhe U.s. Su-
preme Court in five 'apphcations
for a writ of review?’

Been turned down by the U.S.
District’ Cour{ in five applications
for a writ of habeas corpus.

Lost a previous appeal in the
game U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
where yesterday's stay was grants]

* What next?

Chessman's atlorneys have 10
days {o dra ' up the appeal they
jotend to make. Linn has 10 days
“in which to reply. Chessman's af-

to retort.

Then a hearing is held in about

¢ two weeks. -

After that -the appeal is taken
under advisement for later ruling.
Even should the court again turn
. it down, Chessman can make an-
other effort before the U.S. Su-
preme Court, Last October when
the Supreme Court denied a re-

" yiew it specified that Chessman
-could file a new application for a

" writ of habeas corpus in Federal
District Court.

Al

’

.

appeal" The -transcript made of

urt triakfor al purposes.
The cleck who took down the
trial notes in shorthand died before
he could complete transcribing
them. The transcription was com-

not make out all of his predeces-
sor's notes. “ )y, %ﬂ/‘_ﬂ
™ Yeslerday Judge /William Den
man noted Chessman's contentio
he was refused permission to at-
tend the hearing “on which the
transcript for his appeal was so
litigated” and no attorney repre-
sented him.
The judge said this prcsented if:
true, “‘a justiciable question whet}\-
er the due process provisions pf
the 14th Amendment have beg¢n
violated." e

torneys™then have 10 more daysfpleted by a substitute who could

w/

Judge Denman took info accow

|

the long, long legal maneuvers.
In a_footnote, he said:
. In a frontier community
ith”its lawlessness, quite Kkely
he would have been execuled inj
short proceedings under
lynch.” However, it is an ouistand.
ing principle of our American law
that ne person, however vile, is
denied. A legal right for tl)at
reason.’

uperior Judger/ > es W.
Fricke, of Los Angeles, who “en-
tenced Chessmaii 2fter each stay
ol execution, commented yester-

day: .

] can't for the life of me sze
what there is to ‘be degided. After
the Supreme Court of the Unifed
States has decided and the Su.

{preme Court of Califernia has f’(’
cided, it serivs {9 me2 <___‘ at i wpie

\

What is the probable cause of
2 w R

- \-———H:Lr’ ax ’\MM

‘judge ;

e

well ougitt to be final.”

In Sacramento, Gov. Goodwi-
'Knight told a press conferenc
has washed his hands of the Ch
man case and would not interv

Chessman's counsel said, }
ever, they were ‘agreed the «
has been exhausied insofar
stale courts are concerned.
,romam.n: sleps will be takerd -

f .,éb'f" vA in federal courls

1~ \. 11 "\

»U— ~—
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;"'January 21, 1955 . .

Ji , . ' : S
I e AR ‘n“)\ é? & -
fy.yn,  Les Vegas, Nevads
h = ! ' .
‘ Dear kNr. Willey:: .
‘ Your leiter of January 12, 1955, with
' enclosure, has been received. '
: ' - I appreciate the interest which prompted :
: ) - you to make your -observation concerning this matter
- % " available:to me. - ' ’
‘u Sincerely yours, -~
L]
ce . 3 v+ John Edgar Hoover
: Director
NOTE: Correspondent enclosed o newspaper clipping reporting”f
the:fbct that a‘qaryl Chessman, Sexr Terrorist, had been -
; granted a fifth stay of Exectttion from the courts.
; »
vor 4
Tols:n__————- : ' Lot
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Toute 1 .

Yaichez, Mississippi

- Dear Viss Czrryhill: towintas

s s o ' '

' - Your letier of July 7y, 1935, hcs Yeen '
received. I would 1like to inforn you tiket it e L
i8 not my policy to interfere in matters such TS

, a8 you mentioned.

. In vicw of your erpressed lute eyt
in juicrnile ddelinqguency, I an alking e Jiterty
of sending material which you ney find inleresting. 5
Sircerely yours,
. bt ispna
4 / ‘ o
. e Jokn ¥lzar Moover .
————— : Director .
2 N B - '
L8 g Eneydsures(a) . . e
Uy Q V' How Safe Is Your FYoungster? .
P / Iou Can Help Stop Juvenile Crinme
S = = The Story of the #RBI A .
o =2 Juvenile Delinquency (Syracuse)
=S . qu Y y
—_—] .
« NOTE: Correspondent requests Dircctor *o intercede on .
- behalf of a st?y of execution jor Carylthessnan, cuther .
K X . . A e e ey v s N .
lsen —— ofs "Cell 2455'.Death Row' who s beéng Seritenced to death
iichols — in the Stgte of California. '
il he Stgye of California. B
tarbo [y ’ : . ) ot . 4 3
aw —— ) el ’ R
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| OFFICE ME. IANDUM - % UNITED STATZS ¢ ERNMENT
e ' o
7 ¢ Mp. Tolson ' ‘DATE: June 21, 1957
FROM ¢ L. B, Nichols

~-ie -

: Irving Kbufﬁhn told me he had run across two exceedingly
_ good-guotations which might be used effectively some place along
the line. The quotations are as Jollows."

SUBJECT:

;f © « Fe are admonished from time to time not to adjudicate
on the basis of fear of foreign totalitarianism. Equally so should
we not be guided in the erercise of our reviewing power over

* legislation by fear of totalitarianism in our own country."
(Concurring Opinion of Ur. Justice Frankfurter In the Matter
of the Petition for o Writ of Hobeas Corpus for Harry A. Groban

- and Nathan Groban, Appellants - IN RE GROBAN - Supreme Court of

“the United States - Feb. 25, 1957) ' o N\

. B "we meddle mischievously with the law when we issue T
the writ today. We do not act to remedy any injustice that has - —
been demonstrated. When the whole history of the case is consideres
we seize upon a technicality +o0 undo whot: has been repeatedly

: sustained both by the California Supreme Court and by this Court.

i I would guard the ancient writ ;ealously, using it only to prevent

: a gross miscarriage of* Jjustice." (Dissenting Opinion of Justice

e Douglas in Caryl Chessman v. Harley 0. Teets, Karden - Decided

_ June 10, 1957)

s | , : L
: ~cc ~ Mr. Tamm - ﬂqagtpf
” cc - Mr. Jones . ) 1/
LBN:rm , ) / "
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,.-’ ) ‘ ‘ Mr Bh{,ffont
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. N g ) /J }\" JPm'“on |
. . R ¥ "{‘"t{:. liosen ’e =
: ) . =N Mr 1 cmn . "
"f - ) R : e ’,{‘ /f/ . olte}. ,{
3 ; : . Mr. l\eav
| . : ) , . : Tele. Ro'c{ .‘.‘;-:_ .
3 e . Mr. Hollomoin .}
' Miss Gugg‘-)' : \
A e . ~4
/' ‘:] 7.‘ e : '
. OV ENY :
. ,f EICEI A

o ' .. . .' ' ‘\..
urs (WESS%AE) R ; : .- :

{ THE summs COURT gnnsktm KEY STATE COURT BEARINGS ON THS CLAIN 0?\
1cTeAUTHOR CARYL e’azsswm THAT THE COURT R’-"CORD OF HIS TaiAL HaS

"RAUDULEBTLY FRE PARED. _

" JUSTICE WARLAW VROTE_TEE OPIBIOH FCR THE CGURT, VHICH SFLIT 5 70 3
o $HE GASE. CHIER JUSTICE BARREN DID BOT PARTICE PATS. . .

1. CHESSHAN, ONCE KNG hS THL *REp LIGHT BAUMLID CF LES LSh 5y UES

it C@WZCTED I" O $7 COLNTS CF RIERF; 15‘&' ECRRLEY &ND SEXVAL 55 AULTe

e e U0 DEATH SENTENCES AWD 15 PRISON SENTECES,

4 FHILE HOLDING OFF EXECLTION 1M CALIZCRULA S, €15 CNAMDER BY VERIQUS
1ENAL B Buvsssﬁ CHESSHAR YN FANE BY LRITING TE SEAToSELL IN0 MGVELS

.. BY ORDEAL.™ HE IS LOV 3
“CELL aqss nm ow 45D “TRIAL BY RDEAL : s/zcemasp
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. : s - . Mr. Tolson
Cg N 5 ) N Mr. Nichols
w FY I ' - s Mr. Boardmen ——

Mr. Belmont

Mr. Mohr

Mr. ' ireons

L".I, ‘.,:" ..’_2_._“-

Mr. Tomn —— oo

Mr. Trotter

Mr. Nease —————

. Tele. Room

. .. . Mr. Holloman —_
. - Miss Gandy

ums.
ADD i CHESSMAN
cnzssrnn IS IN THE DEATH HOUSE AT SAN BUENTIN REISOH Id CALIFORNI&e

‘{ caH¥§§25§§¥E COURT ACTION CAME OM CHESSMAN'S NINTK PETITIGN TO THE
L VALL WE HOLD,™ HARLAM SAID, "IS THAT, CONSISTENT VITH PROCE LURAL
finun FROCESS, CALIFORNIA'S AFFIFMANCE OF (CHESSWAN'S COUJICTIC(H UPOR A
} SFRIOQUSLY DISPUTED RECORD, GHOSE ACCURACY (CHESSHAH) BAS HAD WO EoTeE £
{DETERMINING, "CANKOT BE ALLOVED To STAND
O WRITHOUT BLINKING THE FACT THAT THE KISTORY OF THIC C4ST PRESENTS  °
1A SORRY CHAPTER IN THE AMNALS OF DELAYS I¥ THE ADMINISTRATION OF
|| CRININAL JUSTICE, VE CAKNOT ALLOV THAT CIRCUNSTANCE TC DETER US FRGI (_
L VITHHOLDIMG RELIEF SO CLEARLY C/LLED.FORa " \\\\,
\ 6/10"?3»235?
WASHINGTON CITY NEWS SERVICE
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ADD 2 CHESSHAN

\\TﬂE HIGH COURT ORDERED THE KEW HELRING TO BE*ER“IN WHETHER

E ARY INACCURACIES IN THE-TRIAL TE 1
Y PR COURT REPGETZR'S RECORD
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own o/[ o’)‘am/m tead .
Montreal 2 9, Quelze T
Canada : . g

December 11, 1957
AIR MAIL

¥r., -John Edgar Hoover
4936 - 30th Flace -
Washington 8, District of Columbia

L . ’ \ .
My dear Mr, Hoover: . 1 .
Quite some time ago I believe :Author Wenzell Brovms” Chairman of the Writer's
Comzittee, organized to save the life of Caryl W, Chessman Just two days before
he was scheduled to be executed on July 30th 195L3in " San Qentin's ugly gas chamber.
Copies of documents'relating to the case had been forwarded to the President of the
United States, yourself and a number of other high govermmwent officials., The Com-
mittee believed that certain fatets of the case were strange enough to warrant a .
new trial, 1In fact, out of New York had come a news release that %political con-
sideration may have played an important role in the conviction and_senticing to
death Caryl Chessman as Californ's notorious red-lignt bandit."

I wonder if you would be kind enough to furnish the,undersigneé with a(:;di;gg;xral in-

formation regarding this highly controversial and much publicized case,l‘ﬁhait you did .

at that time ip respect to the, foregoing. / .
- ‘ ‘- - ) o

A prompt reply would be much appreciated, ) — / .

.

i S
. - N / S
. e ""'-“‘I‘- -—n‘..._ .
: s A 23
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e, Room ——— 75
!)cmun

;‘%S)xnlwa;\;%pon 'bimd Justlce' the Ui8. 8. C. has becomel! H" (44-7766)

> {3 ) )
l.!
| //1"' . M o ' / ' e - ] Décefnbez.' 18, 1657
CORDED - m
ORDED - 7 ontre . Quebec, Canada
NEXED - 75 o e :

Y Dea.r Mr. Todres-

R I.have recexved your lctte& of December 1i, 1937, -
requesting mformahon concerning Caryl Chessman and tize action -
./_.‘.
taken by the FBI. . . : . ~ -

fug Chessmar was indicted and tried in the courts of the ‘
State of Ca.lifqrnia for offenses not within the investigative jurisdiction
of this Buteag,, Fof your further information, data in the files of the
FBI is Gonf@dentlal dnd avzulable for official use only.

w0 e
Ry N Smcerely yours,
=t Cox N
: N \_:, % g; .'{-,. . d. kdgar Hoover
U T . >
. ‘g( - - : . b .- . Jolm Edgar Hoover . - V,,‘" H !r;.‘./” . '.
g MAILED ¥ ‘ g A} Director '1,_-_'/-'" SO
. . - . - - . "l’/ N‘, i
' é . GEC 191957 S G ey
COMM-FBI | _ N }‘\. ‘
. ’ : \; /,'

NOTE Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Chessman is known
as the "red light bandit" .of Los Angeles and was convicted on 17 zacounts
of kidnaping, robbery and sexual assault in 1948. While awaiting execution,
4’ R {,}/ he came to public attention by writing best-selling novels entitled '"Cell
“5’  .2455 Death Row" and'Trial by Ordeal." In July,:1954,: one, Wenzell Brown,
on who identified himself as'Chairman of the American Wr1ters -Committee
s —— to Save Chessman, sent the Director a copy of information addressed to the - °
~ont President of the U. S." alleging that there is doubt that Chessman was guilty
‘——— .-of the cpimes‘of which he had been convicted. This letter was not acknowledgec
n ____._a"'but was referred to the Department as a possible Civil Rights violation on 7-1-
i 54; and the Department advised that no investigation was desired. The.U. S.
se ,Supremeigogrt ordered new State (Calif.) Court hearings concerning Chessman
ey ugafe*:&l?a&zp%%‘é&h%s%ﬁg iEeopR ot e ek el Yiavegsy
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Town of c*/am/zstead . ) ' :
< HMontreal 29, Quebee : - ,.'i-l_'_ Lt
' Canada . el
: : siiss Gatie,
\ o ~ ~ S ey
) o - December 30, l9§7/l
Mr.;John Edgar H6over, Director . R
_Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Department of Justice . .-
Washington 25, District of Columbia
T a e ) . . -3
Dear Mr, Hoover: - . ' ‘f

This w1ll acknowledge your kind letter under dats of December 18th 1957,
concerning Caryl Chessman and advising that this case is not within the in-
vestigative jurisdiction of the FBI.

The basic reason and corents of y letter to you of December 1lth 1957 was T
simply to know if Author WenzellBrown contacted you with various documents
relative to the above controversjal cause, and what your reaction was at that
.time in regard to this most unusual move for a most unusual case. Would you
clarify this specific point} .

With klndest regards, and‘every best wish to you and yours throughout the ...
year ahead, I am, . - ,

. . .
M // P é 71 ‘?/
. - AL
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Town of c;"lam/ﬁatacu{ . A
HMontreal 29, ‘.Qu.sﬂzc ’ .
Clanada = o I/
February 13, 1958"{'
\)/!r/n‘s“M

Mr. John Edgar Hoover
4935 ‘Thirtieth Flace, : .
Washington 8, District of Columbia » , ;

Dear Mr. Hoover: :

On ‘December 30th 1957 I wrote to you in furtherance to your communication

under date of December 18th 1957, but to date I have not heard from you. It is

- quite possible that this letter: could have gone lost in the heavy Christmas mail.

I am, therefore, enclosing a carbon copy of it for your information.
Although this is not of the greatest urgency I would, however, appreciate

a personal reply at your earli'e§t possible convenience.

With kindest regards, I am, .
7 4 LR
* 4w - B
y y; ]
Sincerely yoursy = .~ -~y A
e Pt ' ) {'//:':
(’/'// - - / ‘:‘
. ! -
~
e .
Vi :
S - ,/"-/."J“,; .
Bnclpsure - RN 2 ﬂM // /’: ¢ -
T AT ' T — oy *
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_The baslc reason gné comgnts of my letlsr Lo yem of Tooonwar MV
siply to knaw I Auther Wangell Drowm cenbasted you with varics
welio

o i -
o CR I
JJ
. LT AR .o
. %
» o
T Nocenbar 30, 1557

Er. ‘John Edzar lloover, Director

Tedaral Bureai of Investigztion

United States Nepartment of Justice

washinzton 25, District of Columbia
n _ s

Ngar 4ur, lloovert

This w31l acknowledss you kind lstter under date of Ducerlar 1Ltk
cenceraing SarJIMCheasman‘and sdvising tial thic cese Js nelb Wit in th
veetigative Jurdsdiction oZ.iha Fil.

rolative tc t.s above sonircversial csuse, and what your rescti
1ime in repard to this most. unusual move for a mest unuunal CESCe
clarify thia epecific pointe ) '

4 ¢
¥ith kindest yegurds, and every bast wigh to you and youars tiroughoul the

.yeer ahead, I &m

Sinceraly yours,

. 4
- S

. : el <f - yard ,ﬁ G
' EMNCLOSURL
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Oﬁice Mem €y dum - UNITEL ) ~" ;OVERNMENT

™
TO : Mr. Neég\ an” ~ pate: February 19, 1958
\lﬁ - . ’ s A Telson ...
. R . . R . . ’ Nichols ——
FROM M. !A. Josxes . . bogrdman —
\ . f/” f F L KR é7 O ’ Sz::ont —
H Parsons
' SUBJECT: ’ ‘\)-u?osen-lt
' Ty Trotter
-MONTREAL 29, QUEBEC, CANADA /)();7 o « Nease —
N ) . j\\ Holh;rmn —
" : ’ “ | Gond? —
" A letter from captioned ipdividual dated 2-13-58 has been recéiﬁé_cij;f i
with a copy of a unication which sent to the Director dated 12~30-57.

It is-noted that is seeking information from the Director concerning Caryl _
1 “Chessman, the ""red light bandit"" of Los Angeles who was convicted on 17 counts of .
3 Kidnaping, robbery and sexual assault in 1948, and who has been sentenced to’ ¢
| executed, but the United States Supreme Court ordered new State (California) Court
hearings in the case in July, 1957, on the basis that the court record of his original

trial was fraudulently prepared. i jm,

first wrote the Director on December 11, 1957, and requested
information concerning the case and desired to know what the Director' s reactions
were to various docunients which had been supplied by one Wenzell Brown, an
author, who is Chairman of the Writer's Committee which was organized for the

sole purpose of preventing Cheésman's execution, It is noted that in July, 1954, the
afore-mentioned Brown sent the Bureau a copy of information alleging that there was
doubt that Chessman was guilty of the crime for which he had been convicted. No
acknowledgment was made of the receipt of this information from Brown.  His
letterr was referred to the Department in July, 1954, and the Department advised .
that no inieiiiation was desired. By letter of December 18, 1957, the Director '

advised that inasmuch as Chessman was indicted and tried in the courts of. |
the State of California for offenses not within the investigative jurisdiction of the
FBI, -the. Director could offer him no assistance. It was also pointed out that data
in the files of this Bureau is confidential and available for official use only.

- In his letter of December 30, 1957,? reiterated his request

for the Director's reaction to the documents presented by Brown. His communicatiol
was afforded no acknowledgment since it was obvious that his intentions were to” A
draw the Director and the FBI into the Chessman case and into the controvers “Whi
has Been instigated by Brown and his associates. Likewise, it appears that
is continuing his efforts in this regard through his letter of 2-13-58, and since he hag
already been advised of the lack of FBI jurisdiction and our inability to assist him, i't
is not believed this letter should be dignified with a reply. 44z 776010}

.
e

RECOMMENDATION: That no acknowledgment be made of b iette siiose

_ Tebruary 13, 1958, = HasF ®
61, APR 101958 ;»8¥ER 21058 P i —
‘CBF:djj (2 0%\ - R ¢
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’ OFF ICE OF DIRECTOR e, Boardmaf>
) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION sraMr. Belmont ————
‘ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE M ”°hr-’ﬁ:-:'
. N Mr. Nease" :
Mr. parsohs %
. arch 17, 1958 - S S
March 17, 1958 e Rogael ot —
. , Mr. Tamm!:
.o ~ M Trotter——  _*
) The attached clippings which appeared r. Jones
. in the'Daily Trojan,.Los Angeles, Mri- Clayton
concerning the Caryl Chessman case = 'e¢'¢: foom
were sent the Director fron. the e, Hol jonan ———
University of”Southern California, :;S: :‘;n';es" —
Daily Trojan Editorial Office, Los O ,’-{“7"., 7
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'VIRTUES OF STUDY'

Editors Interview Caryl Chessman
Dea‘i‘h Rows Ten-Year Resi de i

“Did you have the opportunity to go to colle,_,e y
hen you were younger?
“I have "had a semester of junior college, and a se
mester of university work. I did fairly well.”

“I'd like you to elaborate on your work lead, and *
how you achieve these results that you have. Do you ] '
plan ahead, or do you go step by step?” ‘

“Well, much like a soldier on a battlefield, I think
that you simply plod through from-day to day. I thmk; ’
that you have to have an overall objective, of course,
which was supplied for me with the return of the death
penalty, and the other judgment of conviction. It was dif- S8
ficiit to anticipate the problems that would arise, or the
next step that would necessarily have to be made in the
litigation. I have had to -meet so many emergencies and

Wash. Post and _

many deadlines, and I didn’t know exactly what a parti- Times Herald .
. cuiar court or judge might rule, so consequently when I . Wash. News,
had to come up against a new problem, I had to meét Wash, Star
it as such rather than taking it arbitrarily, or trying to | N. Y. Herald .
antagxpate exactly what each court would do, or read its Tribune .
mind.” :
“Well, it's been x‘uggestod to us that your cell N. Y. Journal-
lights are on unti! the early hours of the morning, American .
and that you expand your efforts in many exira-cur- ) N. Y. Mirror
ricular activities, and it's also been suggested to us: N. Y. Daily-News
- how you approach these things. You den’t allow your- S A -
. - self to get too far involved, so you can get through N. Y. Times
each project.” . Daily Worker ——____o
“Well, of course I'vg done a great amount of work in . The Worker
addition to legal work, I mean authorship A5—5HSty~ Per- : Leader
hapa-—aad. other things that I've had to fit, in efiect J‘ Nayos
) \MJM Yo lal
. " . Date _ -] L =34
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b - - _‘.. -
speakine figuratively, I've had to ive a forly-efrri—iodr = ‘) . L
day to get all of the work done, and on the Death Row of “welu yuu continue to be a professxonalt}'l‘&_.
course it’s true that the lights are left on all night, and i STVeT Suuc 1recaom?” ) ) . .
ver turn them off when you're ready to go to sleep, or -, @i uewerniined 1o become a novelist worth his sali

t0 bew, zu fhe :ovihe §. veirs of how much you want and 1 UK given anocher ten years i ,;;z-;; jake wa

«0 WOrk, or how lung you want teo work, or the conditions grade. .
under which you want to work. I've been willing to do “Do you feel that your books bhave had e socnfx.l
a lot of work, and where the diive came from as you sug-. fmapace taal you wanted tnent to aave?”’
gested of course, is supplied initially by the fact that I, -, peticve Luae the books, coupled willl Lhe Case, hay
was facing an ultimate, and constantly confronted with! |nad a ve.y ueateny social impace n the. sense mjc:'(:’u_l
it, and often right at Yhe door, almost literally, of the} |very uditie—une CONIOVErsia nature—of this cas€, piu
gas chamber. But beyond that, I felt pretty strongly about| |ine 1act wnat thc otlier side of tne picture could be pre
some of the subjects, connected with my own problem, and| |senteu by a man benind bars, has nad a very sajuear
50 there were some thingsT -wanted to say, and I felt that{ |e,.ecy, in my upinion, on puolic opinion, and it-coud plac
they simply had. to be said, and I didn’t know how much| {5 picoern gnt perspective and right in the 10r¢
time I had left, and that too was quite an incentive which| |grouna oi tne public mind, which. I think is a very health
,Pprobably normally wouldn’t be encountered iIn a more| iinine and something tnat is very critically needed.
‘normal situation.” - e i've been accused and probably with considerable ju:
“I almost had to learn empirically by the trial and} 1 yineation of being a pamphleteer, and I don't mind the
. error process whether I could handle my own case. Ldidn't] | jecienation a bit”
'Know in advance whether I could or not, for there were «This problcm you referred to, is it the problem
,a great many handicaps being locked in a death cell— f your case, or of capital punishment?”
: securing books, doing research, getting materials that were - ’ i . - - -
‘needed. transporting or having this matter mailed to the| ] “Well, mot capital punishment per se, let’s just s
court, and dozens of attendant or related prpblems, so I tik theory.of retribution or retributive justice is the loc
"had to just feel my way, as it were.” ;call'y or socially valid approach to the problem of crin:
“)Jid you just wake up one morning and say that inahity.” .
“Well, going on that, from the sociological antle,

you were going to tFy to do it yourself, ar did you
1eel that even before you went in that you were go.ng hoew do you feel that society should take’care of those

to fignt it yourself as muchb, as you could?” whe effend or continually break society's laws?”
“ pelieve that my decision was probably made at the |} “Well, all I can answer is to give a personal exampi
“time of tne jury’'s return of the ‘guiley’ verdict. £ was very 11, of course, have been diagnosed psychiatrically and th
inuch angered by it, and I deciued aimost at that poing, “word has also been used epithetically as a constitution:
aibilougn lile Gecision Wwas aummost emoiional rainer tnan psychopath or a sociopaih or by whatever term you @
.nceliecoual,  would put i colloguial terms ‘vearly gel in pleased to employ to designate one who apparently is .
wiu dig on this myself’. I was determined if possivie 10 odds with himself or his fellows and is a hopeless o1t
give Luese death sentences back to the State of canierma a bemg‘or person and I feel that I've demonstrated rathe
Laused, ana consequently, it was almost at that point thnt conclusively, without bea‘ing my own drum here, that
L was an emotional dedication you might say to the proj-t 18 possible to help these people or to help themselves fh
ect.” .. themseives and they are capable of doing something ¢l
“Have you ever started your own law library, as ative as well as something negative or destructive or .

an atcorcney weuid?” L. odds with the social system.” .
“Ua, I nave many books of my own that I felt were . “And what abeut those who can’t be rehabili-

particwarty needed, ang in addition 10 that & haa to pre- taf‘ed? ! . . ‘

pare @ bOOK 1N mianuscript torm of my own wita regard « That begins wl@-l} the preniice that there aré the.
W0 leu€ial praciice aina proceaure tnat reiated to scade | ‘L_"IO cannot be rehabilitated, I would say there are ungie

cOury CotivicuIOns in grammat cases, because i couid nnd; tionably those who cannot learn to adapt themselves
the rules of social living under the present.methods -

AOuLE WEecUY 1 TE:aulh L0 ceraulary, wnae constituleq i \ € '
4 1ederal qQueston, NOW the quesuons had to be presenveq, | approaches that is being used in this problem, but I don
feel that, as a consequence, we should say tiatl it is-ir

Jwerprevdvon ana court ruies, and nings of Lnag hature.”: . -
Laave you ever imeugnt about becomung an actor- possible completely to reach those men. or to give the
: an opportunity to make some sort of satisfactory adjus

ney:”’ : o e
'y;.'his- is probably the trauma of this experience. I menﬁ that is a-ccept-able to themselves and to society.”
doubt 1 tu eves -want 10 see a 1@aw book again.” ) The problem 2sl_co.nvmcing the public by some €ui
“yyowia you say tanat your conlincment in a ceil cat:ona.] means that it is essential to jettison iz concey

of retributive justice and the concept that good citizc

proviuca hac nnpeus for scudying iaw books, wriling . t
ycieis aua vesi seliers? - ship can_be coerced. I think I have demonstrated co
“:41 yous 100K av my background, unfortunately, I clusively in my own case that it wasn't possible to coer

cppasciuy ud¥e ederieu uhuy same urive Lo inat same { me, it wasn't possible to punish me and it wasn't possfo
| ueoiee M liewas that were nou considered socially acccpi- O say t-hat we're going to force you to be good, and
do.c, OO CurisEquently tiis lorceu upon me iné necessity wse that word ‘good’ advisadly, in the common social wi

0, Claqneang uwiese arifes into someumng thac was more it’s accepted. You have to have some more affirfiaii
and creative approach, I believe.”

suCsiliy aCCEuwey, DUt L leel tnat this seems to be au ai- ) .
most cunlpWwsive leed, anaougn 1 use unay wura very o _....._{(Continued Tomorrow) '
ELUULgIIBLY, W0, pe acuve, t0 U0 someuviullg, and 1ve qadu . LT
vilg uppub Ly nEre O cudsse 10 cnannel. 1t 111¢0 MOie : .
creawve Lieius, ana ratner aan sumply naving 1t exptoue

“ouu iK€ a duuvguy, and reaity 1ot oe uirecceu,,_to any de- .
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H-M-M-M—Giving thoughtful
atteation to the question of
Joe  MNevens (lef), Caryl
Chessmen prepares o
swer as Jerry A, Bums .
(right) readies his next line
of questioning. The scene is’
the jury rcem of the Supe-
ricr Court =t tihe County of,
Los Angeles.

(Daily Trojan T'hate by Marun 8.
Rubin)

.
R }
y; ¢ .,
e
. . «
. L
. -
.
. .
: - . . -
. 'j .
- . .
. L
.
. . - .
~
- . ° .
L. .
. .
. . . .
. - . .
. .
. . .
.
.
e "
. . B
- “ . ‘ g
. . .
: . . . . . - . - .
. o e . N . o .
. ’



S ome—~~DAILY TROJAN

| " Special Events

. - Joe Nevens, Special Events Editor
Caryl Chessman: The
Face Across the Table

+ By JERRY A. BURNS
Daily Trojan Editor-inChief

This face acloss the table from you—with its clear
eyes staring right at you and its seemingly over-sized nose
and mcuth—it might belong to ap older war yeteran at-
ending night- school or to a social studies teachers at
.ae junior high school or to the attendant at the Union
Station on the corner. = ) g

But it doesn’t. It belongs to Caryi Chessman (pro-
nounced Carol) Chessman. You don’t notice ‘whether his
wrists still bear the marks of the handcuifs just removed
uy the two burly sheriff's officers in the corner of the
room; you don't search for physical marks imprinted by
10 years in San Quentin, You just pinch yourself subcon-
sciously and tell yourseif thati, yes, you are-really here
in Los Angeles County Superior Court chatting amiably
with one of, the most controversial criminal figures of
modern time.

But Chessman’s firsi--woras send fears flying. He is -

friendly, well-spoken with a firm and modulated voice,
and willing ‘to help out inexperienced interviewers. The
offnand manner with which he casually.answers your
questions are good proof that this isn’t the first time ne's
been put on the spot in"an interview. \ K

You sit down, switch on the tape recorder and spend
thirty minutes tossing.back ideas between yourself and
this condemned man fighting for his life daily in the
courtroom. When the session is over you bid Chessman,
his investigators and the officers goodbye, promising to
see them again at 9 the next moraning. - . °

Today's interview goes much better than yesterday’s.
Both you and Chessman are more relaxed, mote sure of
yoursetves. When the guestions and answers end and the
tape slows to a ’stop, Chessman rises to go back to the
courtroom w‘_{xere he will resume his debates with J. Miller
Leavy, the assistant district attorney who prosecuted him
in 1948.

But before he goes he pauses to laugh with you when
you tell him that Dr. Baxter used the word“chessman-
isms” in class yesterday to refer to an delaying, beat_ing-
arg_‘&g;t_t}__g-_bush, legalistic putting-off action.

t e
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i When_he's gone you snap-the. cover on thee—tan tpe-
]corder.,thank the officers and the investigators ior their
| kind cooperation and leave the jury room and the Superior
{ Court’s Department 67 behind. But somehow you don'
ileave Caryl Chessman behind. Not only do you have him
: captured on tape, but you just don’'t forget the man whe

has been called” every name printable and some not s
inice . . . the man about whom an anonymous Zuthor once
| wrote: “Let Chessman get his justice in Hell.”

That's not the Chessman you rememboer.-You remeni-
ber that he was neatly dressed, that he was warm anc
friendly to you, that he secmed honest, sincere and wili-
ing to help. And especially you remember that his vocabu-
lary, his speech, his intelligence were as good as that of
any middie-class intellectual. Why, this man no more dit-
the stercotype of a rapist-robber-convict than does your
'university adviser. '

But as you finally get off the elevator and leave the
ccurt building one question still remains unanswered: Is
‘Cgryl Chessman-—that {riendly man fighting upstairs—iFh:
“Hed Light Bandit” who left a bloody path of rape ajc
rabbery around Los Angeles in 1948. You'll probably nevp:
know,

Wash. Post and =
Times Hercld

Wash. News

Wash. Star -

. N. Y. Herald — .
Tribune |, *
N. Y. Journal-—___
American .
N. Y. Mirror —
N. Y. Daily News

N. Y. Times
Daily Worker —— .
The Worker ——
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- By JOE NEVENS
... Dally. Trojan ,Special Events Edltor
’I‘here piobably is no more violent example of the

“virtues of study” than Cary!

Chessman, who has delayed

& date with death im ‘the San Quentin gas chamber for
ten years by expediently “cracking the books.”

Breaking all- precedents,
widespread noloriefy duc 1o lhe
incongruous industry of a nwan
condemned 1o-death. These ef-
furts included three best-selling
autobiographical . books., one
novel (souni tu be  pubiished)
plus an extensive self-instruction
of the law. "

Prison Lawyer
study of the law by
Chessman, thouvh confined in
Death Row and actually being
. :neduled for the gas char;}ben
on six separate occasions, “pro-
duced an unusual® legal back-
around. Chessman wrote legail
priefs, reviewed cases from an
ever-increasing law libvary in
h:s cell and actually conducted
his own defense from his cel)
and in the courtroom.

Crimes committed by Chess-
‘nan, and to which he has con-
‘essed and the eventual judg-
ment of the man.is not the
province of this report. His
judgment and ultimate fate will}
~e decided in -the court down- ;
town, following the presentdhon‘
of arguments by the prosccution ;
- 1 defense. The*Chessman cgse
has further ironic twists in that
i4 people connected with the
~ se have since died. including .

ne judge, Charles W. Fricke,
‘ho first sentenced Chessman
10 death.

Diet of Crlme

Crime has many faces. It is
., growing and major pnohlem
in an apparently. progressive
sivilization. In the southern Cal-
ifornia area alone, érime is ai-
<iost a staple diet in the daily
newspaper accolnts. .

t.os Angeles Police Chief Wil-
tiam Parker, just a few weeks
#ro, stated that lhe local crime
rate is alarmingly on the in-
crease and pointed to the fabled

San Fernando Valley &Tra—as-e
hq_{_%e‘dTEmemal activitv. |

‘This

the Chessman casu-rram%d

e Jocal Crhﬂxfcw—v

Recently one of the biggest
local car dealers and several of{
his salesmen were convicted of |
defrauding and cheating many
of their customers. A suburban
high_ school principal's teen-age
son committed murder, appar-
ently’ unexplained, a short time
time ago.

Four of the first string of a local
junior college basketball team,
are making little ones out of hig;
ones for acts of vandalism. Lash
vear an SC grid potential wasj
jailed on robbery charges. And
also fast vear, twé UCLA foot-
hallers were arrested for steal-

jng property from, & Wesmood' ijthe route from a series of crint- (.o and vo

apartment.
Schaol Crhines

Crime has many faces and
many facets. It operates on fhe
high school level and the col-
lege level, covering subjects of
vandalism. theft, violence, at-
tack, mnarcotics- and a profound
disvespect for law- and reason.

In Brookiyn regently. a jun-
for high school principal. who
probably dedicated his life to
education ‘and the proper cuiti-
vation of youth, committed sui-
cide. The suicide Wwas attributed
to pressures bxought about by
acts of rape commitied in his
junior high school by vyouths,
whe—ia—xoglity cofrxmiteetthe

e l) iy ,://
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murder of this principarorvas
this the act that reflected the
.apathy of a reclining socicty?
Various Strata Also’
Crime has many faces. Vary-
ing degrees of criminal acts
have been commitied by mem-
bers of the various social and
monied strata. The high-brow,
the low-brow and medium-brow
have all had their day bofore
the bench and behind the bars.
Where then is the issue of |

crime? Where: and when can it i

be stopped or prevented? \What
“is the cost of crime? How then

does the rising crime rate af--

fect the citizen, i noi i his
. pocketbook. then as a potential ¢
victim of a violent criminal act?
[ncengruous Fxumple
Perhaps excmplifying crime in
all its incongruities is Canvl
$ Chessman. This man has gone

inal acts fto |mpuscnmcnt to
i{release, to crimie again and now
Ais facing the uitimate. The back-;
“yound of Chessman is then in-
*;tensmod by noting kis infelice-
tnal ability, vet ple\IO\lbl\ his
ability was e).cx cxsed in criminal |-
acts.

ture. the Daily Trojan decided
to secure an inferview with
Chessman., Upon being granted
the necessary consent from all
parties and cooperation {rom
the court and the .county jail,
the interview was set up.

Pretiminary Research

mester,
corder to the. Los
County Superior Court Building.
Preliminary background re-
search was obtained by conver.
sations with lawyers, reporters,

i police, close friends of Chess- .

man and his private investigat-
ors.

Chessman is hrought to coun
ecach morning at 9:30 am. in

handcuffs under arined guard of

i two sheriff’'s deputies. Once in
jcourt, the handcufls are re-
i moved. Dressed in a plain suit.
Chessman conducts fis own de-
fense and. pleads his case to the
m¥tained in his defense
WedvAy. Wirin and Paul Posner,
1L Lo‘_‘A—n_?eTes atiorneymem——

Considering this entire pic-;

Just before finals of last se-.
we took the tape re-’
Angeles’

Tolson
Boardman -
Relmont

T e ©

Trotter ————
Clayton ————-
Tele.Poom
Hollo.man J——

Gondy

——gecial Inteedine o
On Wednesday, Jan. 15, 1 -
siding Judge Walter R F}\:ar
arranged to have Chessma
- brought over from the Los An
* geles County Jail 4t 9 am. fo
this  special  interview.  Jude
{ Evans assicned ihe Jury Yo
adjoining the courtroom. whe.
Chessman was pleading his casc
for ihe Lalf hour interview:sThe
(court was courteous in grantin
us the simior faciliti~c for 1.
other interview on Thursta
morning,
. Present in the jurv room dur-
ing the interview were Choss
man. two of his nrivsra jrves
tigators, the two stam s donn
ur two Daily Troja:.

editors.
The following ave the saliont
arls  of the questions aF«
ginswers of the tape-r -
Chessman  imerview ax“- :!C(c;;:i
)emg the onh hmlhuom

Wash. Pest and ——
Times Hercla
Wash. News.
Wash. Star —
'; N. Y. Heralé
Tribune -
N. Y. Journale
American
N. Y. Mirror ——___
N. Y. Daily News
N. Y. Times
Daily Worker :
The Worker
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vho have {o obey at all times all th‘\( _ales, whether gpod

« bwd—Er’would you rather have a person witlf some in-
- iividuality, who might perhaps create something of last-
. ue worth for society, but at the same be a problem to
‘ety. R-ecause ! believe that, of course this is the old
-siness of the castiation theory, but at the same time I
‘..:k that most people realize that there are ‘those who
0 hiave problems, and who say that our goal is simply
‘o make everybody a law abiding citizen without thought
of what that might do to research, what it might do to

ietters, or arts, or artists, or anything of that nature, why '

I don’t believe that you'd have a very useful er- very pro-

ductive, or a-very creative society. There are inevitably:

.0ing to be certain -conflicts between the indiyidual and
‘he masses at all times, so when you say that you want
.0 prevent this, I'd have to ask you in turn, do you mean
"hat your objective would be at all costs merely people
vho obey the law, independent of any consideration whe-
her or not that this obeying or submission 04°the law
vould essentially mean that, and nothing more.”
“When *I refer to law or rule, I mean plain com-
nion sense or good conduct, which most of the laws
are usually based. on. The acts that I am referring to,

are armed robbery, armed violence, and mojestation,

and even stealing guns., These things I bave known
about, and these people are personally intelligent, and
they have done these things, and have realized what
they have done. Now ypu are referring to the indi-
vidual's respect to the community, or to retain his
entity, which I certainly feel is a most important
thing. But the law itself, in reference to the wliole
community should be applied to them, so this pro-
ductivity can continue, because these same people may
impede the progress of another porductive person by
the actions that they commit.” .

“Well, that’s true, of course there has to ‘b a line
‘rawn even if it’s arbitrary, but at the same time, before
nis interview began, we mentioned Cellini and Villon, and

think that they-would have a terrible time in today's
aciety, and yet look what tbhey have left for posterity.
‘i'lon is said to have written some of the finest literature
nd poetry that France has had, and of course .". !
«Is that the price (o be paid then?” -

“Well, in some instanceés, it seems to be the story at
cast. Now perhaps with the advancement iy Psychiatry,
owll be able to find ways to channel those drives, and
acialize these. people fo an-extent more than-we have
‘one in the past. It seems to be, in some instances, in
reative fields, the inevitable price that must be paid both
.y the individual, and the community. And, of course the
‘mal answer to that, I'm_unable to give you. L'm merely
ble to say that historically, it seems to be the case.”

«While I was in the scrvice, I saw how police in
other countries have handled suspects, and I even saw
that some of the common courtesies were not eve
céusidered. As the severity of the case was greatef,
the considerition. grew proportionately less.. And
have also learned while talking with people in other
countries, and reading, how practices. similar to this
occur by law enformement agencies in these coun-
tries. For instances the dcputies who are guarding you
now They probably never have gotten a salary com-
mensurate with the work that they perform. To pro-
tect the average hard-working individual who is pro-
viding for his family, raising chi'dren, and trying to
progress in his ewn way, and probably all he expects
is to enjoy the peaceful pursuits of their individual
endeavor without fear of molestation. Well, (he laws
in our country are often bascd on precedent, and lots

i ,
in school. ln"‘k)v of the background of this casc;®
would yau-feel that the decision by the court i it were
a0 in your faver and you were set free, what effect
k this would have on these pcople whe
encies that you jiave. adnitled to.
anis would deter then, “or wosdd
n, or would this muke themn Lhink

{, tne opposite would be true, if what you're get-
{ that they might interpret it as a license them-
- be more violent. I feel that anyone who is famil-
f': this case at“all, and certainly there are many
au that includes mostiy those who have had difficuitjes
vsith the law, have been aware how close I've been t«
execution so long, and have commented on the nature o:
this ordeal, and how they don't feel that they would like
to go through it. I don't believe that they ulimately woulc
reach the point where they would rationalize this thing
and say ‘well, even though he did ten years in the deatl
row, that is still all right because he got out. So I ca:
do this, and safely feel that I can get out In the firs:
place, if I do get out, it's only going to be because ulti-
 mately there is going to be a decision that I wasn’t guilty
to begin with on the charges. So that certainly I don™
feel that the potential criminality of someone else car
be equated with what might be done with me if the de:
cision is in my favor. On the contrary, I think that if
would be an experience where they would feel, “well, 1
better watch out for this, or I might wind up, as a con-
sequence of- having been on this side of the fence, in 2
Death Row, in a prison for a long time, because it's easiel
once you have been in trouble, to be suspected a seconc
time and a third time whether rightly or wrongiy.”
“Well, how about the notoricty of your case, do
you feel that like the hooks you have written, the
press, stories written about you, radio, television, and
press. Do you think that this has aided your case, or
detracted from it, or would you like to say anything
about that?” . .

“Yes, I definitely feel that it has impaired my abilit;
to get back inte court. I feel that there has been so much
controversy and such a great atmosphere of hostility aad
prejudice in view of the nature of the offenses, that it'«
extremely difficult for the thing to be weighed strigtly
as .3 matter of law, and here we run into perhaps one of
the greatest problems of all, and that is, at what point
is the judiciary complefely {ree to decide a case on ii:
merits, irrespective of whether it is a popular’or an up-
popular case, and how much public opinion should in-
fluence the decision of the judiciary, and there again thr
independence of the judiciary is extremely important )
believe.” s

“I have one fast{ mathematical question for you,
You once said that you were a gambler, and it's obvi-
ous that you still are a gambler. Do you think that
your odds are getting better?” :

“I think that I am in a better position than I ever
have been. Once I've had this day in court, and I woule
like to say right now without going into the merits of
this case at all, that I feel that I have had procedural due
process at this hearing without question, so that this case
will be decided this time happily on its merits, I'm con-

fident of that, and I feel that its’ going to be a fair and

m—————,

eqIitaore—decision.

.

of-cacss-have been decided on that, we've sgmiiui‘m:tt .
-~ - : » R
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iendless. T think that I'n{. igood ekampie—sé-the
roverse side of that coin. If I hadiri been abdé to litigate

1this case myself, and hadn't been able to hire attorneys

and private detectives to assist me, such as William Lind-

ihart, wr T w1 have been in a hopeless position.” ~

“L (aink that most people say the value of it is
that they think it's a deterrent to people ‘who might -
be intending to cammit crimes that would be punish-~
able by death, Da you think that this ever had any
effect on you before your prison term began? Do you

think that the fact that California had a capital pun-

iS‘}ment Jaw ever hdd any deterring effect- on any-
thing you ever did?” :

“Well, I think the opposite is true because the ten-:

dency of a person on my side of the fence, and I'm putting
as;de the question of guilt or innocence of any particular
crime now, is to react with a sort of defiant attitude
toward the possibility of execution or the threat that if
you keep on, you're going to end up in the gas chamber,
that sort of thing I've developed in my first book. In
supsequent. hooks also, I have elaborated on this, and I
}hngk that rather than deterring, it has an opposite ef-
ec .n . .
“Do you think that most people in the criminal
world would prefer life or capital punishment?”

“Well, are you referring to life imprisonment with-

out possibility of parole?”
“Thats’ right.” e ’

“Well, I can only ailswer for myself, and.not for most
people. I think that the question of course is merely an
academic one, and is difficult or impossible for anyone
to answer. Personally, no, I would not want to spend the
rest of my life in prison. No, that’s why I am litigating
this case as I am now, either trying to be ultimately vin-
dicated, or of course, be executed. I'm not’ looking for
any compromise whatever. For that reason, I“¢an see no

. future in spending my life behind bars.””

“Before me I have an article in a national maga-
zine wrilten by you, referring to authovship in (he
death house, and in it, you refer to another man whe
is condemned to death who wrote a book,-and even-
tually walked eut of prison, and as you put it, ‘made
a lasting contribution, {o American literature. Now
viewing that, and your comparisen, I was just think-
ing, is it possible that an attitude might be taken
from this, that a perSon of literary pofential or intei-
lectual abilily ean be acquitted by supposed justice
and be set apart from someone who does nol have
these inward potentials?” :

“On the contrary, I think it should definitely not, but

" of course you have to realize there's a price tag in effect

on just this, and I say that without being cynical, and
of course if sormheone is more intellectually ¢apable, the
odds are in his ‘faver of surviving, the merits of the case
aside merely because of his ability. But as far as just
bzing opposed, or the view that should be taken, I would
say certainly not. In fact I would feel that the person
who might ‘be less capable mentally, or an ‘illiterate, or
someone who is not qualified to protect himself, the law
should be more diligent in looking out for him.”

“In view of your background and expericnce in
prison and out, and your litigation procedures, would
you feel that stricter {aws enacted could curb the ris-
jng crime. ratée and juvenile delinquency? Should
schools have more control, or be high class ‘baby-sit-
ters’ or would you suggest that the home and the
parents should take certain measures to keep their

children out of trouble, or offending the c;(?df of. so-

r’, -

_ “I don't thih“g that more laws will solve anything.
{NTAK That the laws at present are certainly adequa:
.enough to cope with the problem, except perhaps th:
some special new circumstance maw ar.ir, 1% fhat wot
be an isolated thing. On the other hand,’] 7nk that th
effort to cope with a particular probie:n Lies w0 be ded
with on every level, and there has 1o be Lxxlquesbi011§bl.
in my mind, & unified eifort to do it. I think that in tim
they will all have to get together and dgcide what the
approach is going to be, and put it togéther as it :wen
rather than doing something of an isolated job.”
“Wel}, to iry to pin it down in reference to school
and the Lome, do Yyou suggest that a stricter code be
exercised by ‘the teachers in the examining of home-
work or extra-curricular activities, or should the par-
ents assign certain curfew hours for their children
and be responsible for them?” ’ A
“Well, there is always a danger in that, but I wou.
say that strictness algne is no solution to anything, b
cause you have of course youngsters who are in troub
perhaps as a result of too much strictness. On the othe
hand, you have teenagers in trouble as 2 result of del.
ciency in strictness. So I think that the thing that I shou
emphasize .is that this approach has to be.on an inc
vidual basis, and has to be met on that level, rather tha
generally.”
“Hew much responsibility, if any, should a par:nl
have for the misbehavior of ‘his youngsters?”
“Well, are you talking about morally,’ 1egall¥, ‘
what?”
“Well, let's try legally.,”
«Of course there are certain applicable laws i

—_—

which put a certain limited responsibility in this respe
! to certain offenses; however, I don't believe that the pa
ent can be said to be responsible legally. If a teenag
! seems to be maturing much more rapidly, the parent 1
| considerably a greater problem making a living for 11

gmost. part. I don’t think that we should make the parer:

i more responsibie legally, because I don't think we wou

‘be contributing anything ultimately to solving the pro

tlem.” . ’ ‘

t “I've met people that I would say have rather hilh,
inielligence, and seme of these same people have got-
ten into trouble with the law, in prison and out, and

“some have been on the verge of this same difficulty,
and yet they have terrific mental ability, I would as-
sume, in school and out. Seme of them who, have been
in trouble have been able to rehabilitate themseclves
through their own.initiative and with ouytside help
And yet, these potentially loaded people will some day
erupt while someone is peacefully walking fhe streets;
and yet they have fhe intellectual or intelligence abil-
ity to reason, and to stop these things. How canh yen
cope with something like that?”

Sveiivhat would be your goal?, merely socialeuiTutT.
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INNOCENT? — His creased

forehead showing the pres-
sures he has been subject
10, Caryl Chessman is caught
by the camera as he listens
to, answers, and smiles at
questions shot at him by
Daily Trojan Editors Jerry A.

Burns and Joe Nevens. -
Daily Trojan phetes by Martin
S. Rubin
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Part-Two o the Chessman Interview Tobaon ———
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Pursons ———rv
Rosen —m——
Tamm —————
Trottel ——wr——
Clayton ———m—
Tele.Rcom —m
Hollgman —— —
Gandy ———

- —::—-DAILY  TROJAN -

L Speaal Events

Joa Nevens, Special Events Editor .

Ry (Ed. Note Today the Daily Trojan completcs the : '
running of the special tape- ~-recorded interview with .
convict-author and self-taught lawyer Caryl Chess-
man. Interviewing Chessman are Daily Trojan Editor- .
in-Chjef Jerry A. Burns and Jee Neveuns, Daily Trojan
Special Events Editor. The interview, was heid in the
jury reom adjoining the courtreom where the Chess-
man case is being ‘tiied, in the Los Angeles Counly
Superior Court Building, on Jan. 15 and 16.)

“We spoke to those associated with vour case, and
they stated cimphatically that there are those who
‘cannot be rchabilitated. With your background and
expericnce what about this individual, the one who

cannot be rehabilitated?” R
; “You are putting'me on the spot with a loaded ques-
tion because you are obliging me to answer first that there e
are those, and I don’t feel that that'senecessarily true.- Wash. Post and
There may be those who through brain damage or some- Times Herald *
thing are not able to control their own acts, but I think - Wash. News
that that’s a medical- problem, as distinguished from’ a ; S
penalogical or a crirhinolegical one. Now if you mean sim- | Wash. Star .
ply that there are those who are committed to the propo- N. Y. Herald —_—
sition philosophically, "that the way to exist is to exist - Tribune *
violently, or to exist by.preying on society, I don’t think N. Y. Journal~
. thats' true; wecause I believe that they have a problem, American
c. and even though it may be buried inside themselves, 1 me 1_
) think with the advance in psychiatric methods and psy- N. Y. Mirrer
f - chiatric tools and techniques, that we will reach the point N. Y. Daily News
. - where we're able to look inside the man, and come cer- N. Y. Times
tainly with more reasonable explanations for the crim- . Daily Worker .
inality rather than try to punish, we'll try to approach . .
it with as much as any other mental affliction or aber- - The Worker
ration, and try to treat it and correct it.” New Lea/ief ———
. “I just wanted to -get that clear. Through your ) w = ”ﬁg’;} —
: experience, would you say that everyonc under these ‘ZX:J C"“f)b-’“' =Dy
: . conditions could be approached and rehabilitated, . Dcte ’\1 13- 5% v
. __¢given the proper condmons"” ; PN i
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¥r. John Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Department of ‘Justice
Washington 25, District of €olumbia

a . AR
Dear Mr, Hoover: o (v, . 7 T ),
N e ! "i'."
On February 13th 1958 I wrote to you enclosing a carbon copy of my previous un-
answered letter dated December 30th 1957, in reply to your communication under s
date of December 13th 1957, but it appears that to date I have not received a .
reply nor a nmere acknowledgement from you. )
Lael
To reiterate my original request, although the Chessman case is not, as you pre-
viously stated, within the ‘investigative jurisdiction of the FBI, I understand .
Author Wenzell Brown, Chairman of The American Writer's Committee, contacted you
around 1954 relative to this highly controversial case. From a personal stand- "
point, I would like to know what yougreaction was at that time concerning this .-}
most unusual move with regard to a most unusual case. i
It is obvious that you are an -extremely busy person otcupied with matiers of
paramount significance., However, I would deeply appreciate 2 personal reply from
you. ' ‘ -
ot S:anere}y yours, .. v




C A

LR

v

N - Tuston, }}ir«*c‘ue*‘ of Mubliec Inin eration,
N vetanwant of Ju_s,ticb, Washingion 27, Di-’
<

Town of ‘Hampstead
.. Montreal 29, Quebcc

: Canada
. '. -
Sodersl). Bureau of Information
). viited Statas vepartront of Jusiice
i Jashington 27, -District of Columbia
Dogr Giye .
.h oe PR i ..

sursuent to mr recent ~nguiry addroncsd

galionts Mial

in shich T regu esiod a complets up-to-J-te
Spo0ial Agents 4 3 :

any such 1

et

. malerial for
I weald find
7
.
> .
s,
. :
L
s
~T A -: ‘ ‘

62JUNT 1858

OO L O

e
2
.
&
"
*
- L]
e
.
.
-
W
.
/l )
d
h L
. -

1o -
S ’ -

.

[ ST .'e:
(e ]




. . e e Ammr et s S

et -

wid any a&ditioml portinent 1nromtion com
en};ion of. Legat, _tho Bureat '111 be advised:

- h- Bﬁrean”(ndm."G)'
1 - Rio de Janeiro.




- 50 (2-7-79) . .

. G | ‘\} | XXXXXX

= ‘ XXXXXX
XXXXXX

,f FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_ﬁ Page(s) withheld entirely at this-location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

M Deleted under exemption(s) g l) ( / ) with no segregable

material available for release to you.

[J Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[TJ  Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBL

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[0 For your information:

m The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

54’?.’_ 727¢0 — /‘}” exclisvic.

XXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXX
§ DELETED PAGE(S) g((

¢ NO DUPLICATION FEE §

XXXXXX -X ‘FOR THIS PAGE X
. XXXXXX | XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXX

FB8i/00J



N IOulrcal

pstead
Canada -

. : T . N ._" . Octobep 13’ 1959 .

s, [
Yoy o
"2 N
)
> CCT (}7 .
22 1080
“ —
’n
oo~
. o
1! .
" .
. A O
. N~ /) L
i ‘. -
. y L . :
K Y, . \- : _—
Vo

LY i .H."'rf-"“") % e !
38 Ubr p67 ‘ddu ; " .. t s . _.,-..T

-
e
-
.-
.
.
- .
:
.
i
i
g
=4
Y
H



